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GASPE OF YESTERDAY

ROBERT AND ANNABELLA STEWART ANWD FAMIL
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4 record to date of an ongoing s=arch of
the history of this Stewart family of P.E.I.
and Gaspesia whose members were well-known

and influential in their time.

'he interest and contributions of Donald
Stewart of Charlottetown and David licDougall

of Montreal are acknowledged.

Any and all additional information on the
life and times of the family of Robert and
Annabella Stewart will bhe welcomed.

KEN ANNETT




RO0BERT AND ANNABELLA STEWART AnLD =ANITY

-
GASPL CF YSSTERDAY attempts to search out and record the
story of this Ztewart family whose members were influentizal
wn

and well-kno

i

in their time in Frince ddward "sland, Taspesia
and beyond. Ihis account is far from teing definitive and it
is hoped that its publication b £PEC will lead to additional

information from readers with knowledge of the Stewarts.

R0EERT STENART i ANMARELLA STZWART

1731-1787 ‘ 1723818
CHARLES JUGALD HATTHEY JAMES WARY JAMET ANYMATPETLLA
ROBERT A native of Scotland, Robert was a son of James
STEWART Stewart and a grandson of the Rev., ‘atthew Stewart
1731-87 of Rothesay, Isle of Pute.

Robert and his wife, Annabella, landed in Prince
Zdward Island in 1770 from the ship "ANNAFZLLA"
The Captain of the "ANNAEZLLA" was Dugald Stewart
who is believed to have teen the hrother of
Annabella Stewart.

In the early years of P.E.I. Robert Stewart was
a member of the Legislative Assembly and of the
Executive Council. Ye saw service as Speaker of
the Assembly.

The property of R0bert and Annabella Stewart was
LOT 18, Malpeque, P.E.I., on Shipyard River.

Robert Stewart was in business as a merchant-trader
in partnership with his third son, atthew. In 1782
Robert and innabellz were living in Québec City.
Robert's health was failing and in 1782 he transferred
to his eldest son, Charles, of Malpeque, F.Z.I.,

his share in the business. The Deed of Transfer
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has been found in the notarial records of Crarles
Stewart, .P. of Québec Tity.

2obert Stewart died in February, 1787, at age 3

-

He was buried at Princetown, F.Z.T.

A native of Scotland, innabella was a daughter of the
Rev. Charles Stewart and his wife, fAnnabella Campbell
of ¥intvre. Her maternal crandfather had held the pnost

r

of Chamberlain of Fintyre.

annabella married Robert Stewart and the couple

emigrated to Prince zdward Teland in 177C.

4 brother of Annabella, Feter Ttewart, landed in
Prince Zdward Island in 1775 from the ship "ZLIZABETH".

Peter would tecome prominent as Chief Justice of P.E.l.

In 1782-83 when Robert and Annabella Stewart were
living in Québec City, 4nnabella had Deeds of Cale
drawn by Charles Stewart, N.P. for the sale of land
from LCT 18 in Prince Zdward Island. The impression
gained by the reader of these old deeds is that
Annabella was as independent and competent in husiness
affairs as was her contemporary in P.Z.I., Anne Coffin
Callbeck.

Widowed from the death of Robert in 1787, Annabella
Stewart made her home in the hcusehold of her son,
Matthew, Seignior of Shoolbred in Gaspesia. The
Stewart manor house was located at Mouvelle. It was
there that Annabella died and was buried in 1818

THE FAMILY OF ROBERT AND ANNABELLA STEWART

%*****%****%***%**%*******%*******%%******

The eldest son, Charles is remembered as the Colonel
Charies Stewart whose home was the (LD STOME HQUSE
at Malpeque, P.E.I,

His first marriage was to Earbara Stewart, daughter
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of Captain Dugald Ctewart of the "AINAEELLA".

The second wife of Charles was ‘innabella, daughter
of Feter Stewart, Chief Justice of P.E.I, and his

first wife, iielen ic¥innon.

As noted above, Charles received his father's share
of the Stewart business in 1783. His brothers,
llatthew, Dugald and James were all involved in the
business but latthew appears to have heen the
dominant partner.

Links of the descendents of Charles Stewart with

Dalhousie, :(I.E. remain to be documented.
DUGALD Son of Robert and Annabella Stewart, Dugald married
STEWART Elizabeth Craig, daughter of William Craig, who was
1759-1842 reportedly the first schoolmaster of Malpeque, F.E.T.

Their children included: Annabella; Jane; Alexander;
James.

Dugald was evidently in Québec City on occasion when
his parents were living there in the 1780's as his
signature appears on various Deeds drawn by Charles
Stewart, N.P., along with that of his brother, Matthew.

Dugald is cited by David McDougall as a part o.mer of
the schooner "SNIPE" (1799 and 1800) and the schooner
"MARY" (1800). The Stewarts were engaged in shipbuilding
in Gaspesia from 1789 onwards. Among the ships built
were the 139 ton brigantine, "RICHMOND", the large
schooner, " SUSANNA CRAIGIE" ( bearing the name of

a daughter of the Hon. John Craigie who became the
wife of George Hamilton. She was a niece of John
Coffin, Deputy Commissioner General, QJuébec and
relative of Anne Coffin Callbeck of P.E.I.), the

123 ton schooner "FLY". The Stewart shipbuilding

was at yards located at Nouvelle, Carleton and lew
Richmond.
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The third son of Robert and Annabella, [‘atthew
Stewart bore the Christian nane of his paternal

great-grandfather, the Zev. ITatthew T tewartT.

Though the career of Matthew and his family nas
o

s

been recalled in my GASPE CF YESTERDAY article,
THE SHOCLERED S£ICHTIORY, published by SFZC on

May 4, 1982, it seems appropriate To resune %
here in relation with his parents, brothers and

sisters.

family of four sons and three Agughters were:

Stephen Prust 3lizaveth Louisa
Edmund James Mary Sophia
Charles Dugald Annabella

Robert

In partnership with his father, Robert, until 17873,
and with his brothers. Charles, Dugald and .James,
Matthew appears to have been the dominant partner
in the Stewart company of merchant traders, ship
builders, ship owners and sea captains that ovperated

in P.£.I., Gaspesia and the ft. Lawrence.

Matthew travelled to England on business and had
financial backing in the Ctewart company's ventures
from London. He was well known in the husiness and
shipping circles of Québec €ity.

David YcDougal, the leading authority on early
shipping in Gaspesia, links lMatthew Stewart with
the following vessels:

The schooners "MARY®; "SNIPE"; -“SUSANNA CRAIGIZ";
"RECOVERY"; "AMELIA"; "CARLETON"; "PORPOISE";
WRANGER" ; "TRYAL" and the ships "RICHMOND" and "ZFLY".
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In 1809 atthew Stewart hought the Thoolbred Seigniory
from James Shoolbred, the heir of John fhoolbred. The
Deed of Sale was drawn up in Québec City by Charles
Voyer, [I.P. In addition to the extensive lands of

this Seigniory at the head of Fay Chaleur this purchase
gave tases of operation at Tonaverture and Percé,

It was at the Manor House of the Seigniorv at ‘ouvelle
that 'atthew Stewart and his familyv, including his
mother, the idow innabella Ttewart and his unmarried

sister, lary Stewart, made their home.

In 1824 Archdeacon Ceorge Jehoshaphat !huntain was

ct

a guest at the !atthew Stewart familv =21t ‘cuvelle

and left an account of the family in his ".JCURWALY
Of significance in an attempt to recall the ftewart
family historyv is the marital record of the family of

Matthew and Sophia Prust Ctewart.
. Stephen Prust Stewart and his sister, liary Sophia
Stewart did not marrv.

. Zdmund James Stewart married a cousin, Blizabeth
(Betsy) Stewart and, reportedly, lived at Dalhousie,

nr
iv

t1d

. Charles Dugald Stewart married !arie Louise Caissy.@Quua@
. Elizabeth Louise Stewart married William Donaldson.

. Annabella Stewart married John U. Campbell

i+

On the death of lMatthew Stewart, his widow, sister, and
the above members of his family shared the nine divisions
of the Seigniory of Shoolbred. The Archives of the

County Court House (Ronaventure) at Mew Carlisle, Qué.,
has a wealth of fascinating notarial, church and court
records relating to the Stewart family.

* Robert Ctewart married llargaret Povd
/6
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Son of Rober* znd Annabellz, James Stewart was a pariner
with his brothers in the Stewart company. ‘e not onlv
shared the ownershi

=

f Stewart vessels ™1t was a sea
h

o
captain in his own right. “rom 1787 he was involved

g

with the fisherv at “onaventure Island. n 1782 he
cpeared before the Court at Tew Carlisle to represent
his brother llatthew who was absent from the Frovince.
'he Judges in this case brought by Henry 2imphoff on
behalf of “owering, Trist and "o., of London, Enegrand,

were ~elix C'Fara, Charles 20bin and Isaac Van, Jr.

Jjames married Bridget, daughter cof the lon. “elix C'llara
rioneer cettler =zt Caspé "asin and made his home on =
fine Tarm in Gaspé llarbour adjacent to the "“ort “amcav"
home of John J. McConnell. iAs merchant, Justice of the
Teace and landowner James _tewart was a prominent citizen
of early Gaspé. James and his wife, Erideget, were
veneficiaries of the Will of Felix O'Hara on his death

Vgl b §E

Two of the children of James and Tridget C'lara Ttewart

is believed that they had
a younser bhrother, IHenry Stewart.

were sons “obert and Felix. It

Amonz the Gaspesian lands held by James Stewart was the
80C acre "Ctewart Patent" at Mal =ay.

Felix Stewart, one of the three grandsons of the Fon.
FPelix O'Hara that bore his Christian name, cshared in
the Seigniory of Pabos as a bequest in the Will of his
grandfather.

The signatures of James Stewart, J.P. and his son, Felix,
appear on early Deeds in Gaspé including those relating
to schools at L'Anse aux Cousins and Gaspé€ Ray South.
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ARY Daughter of Robert and Annabella, llary Stewart did

STEWART not marry and made her home with the familyv of her
brother, [latthew, at the iianor House of the Zkoolbred
Seigniory, liouvelle. “'hen Archdeacon [‘ountain was a
guest of the SEtewart familv on his visit to Gaspesia
in 1824 he described lary in his ".JCURJAL" as a
maiden aunt.

On the death of latthew Ztewart, [.ary inherited a

share of the Seigniorv.

Thirty years zfter the death of her mother, the Jidow
Annabella Stewart, ané some two decades after the death
of her brother, !atthew, arv “tewart died in 1848,

She bequeathed her share of the Thoolbred Zeigniory to
her brother's children - lary “ophia; Z“tephen Prust;
Charles Dugald and Zdmund JTames.

JANET Daughter of Robert and Annabella, .Janet Stewart bore
STEWART Christian name of her paternal grandmother, Tanet
lMacDonald, the wife of James Stewart of Scotland.
Janet married a ir, Russel of ZEngland.
al{NABZLLA Daughter of Z=0obert and Annabella, Annabella Stewart
STEWART became the wife of Oliver C'Hara, son of the Hon. Felix

O'Hara of Gaspé Fasin. As one of His Majesty's Customs
Officers in Gaspesia, Oliver 0'Hara was stationed for
a time at Carleton.

A son of Oliver and Annabella, Felix O'Hara, died in
childhood. His share in the Seigniory of Pabos, a
bequest of his grandfather, Felix O'Hara, devolved to
his sisters, Annabella and Martha Sophia.

llartha Sophia 0'Hara married John Wilkie, Prothonotary
of the District >f Caspé, resident at New Carlisle. It
was at their home that the Widow Annabella Stewart 0'Hara
died in 1847.

Annabella O'Hara became the wife of Arthur =itchie,

prominent businessman and lumber dealer of the
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8.
Restigouche and liramichi estuaries. Their children

included cons Robert and illiam, and daughter Martha
Sophca.
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CIHER CONTENFORARY STIWARTE 0 CASPESIA

Gaspesian records show .Tohn Ctewart, ‘ariner, as
c

|—

e) cir

resident of Cox Township (ilew Carlis

e married Mary ! cHinnon, a daughter o7 I'eil [ ciinnon,Sr.,

and his wife ¥argaret Cheddon. _isters of "ary included
Plora (lrs. John iscah of Peninsula, Casp€), Charlotte

(Mrs. James Toyle of the South Zest irm, Caspé Tay),

Margaret (Mrs. Joshua Feebe) and Jane (rs.isdam Protherton)

David IicDougall has noted one record to John Stewart in
shipping records. The bark "IZERO", 310 tons, built at
¥al Pay and registered at Québec in 1826, was owned hy
Jean-Baptiste MNarcoux of Quebec, trader, and has John
Stewart as Master. The "HERQ" was registered "de novo"
(i.e. it had been sold) in London, .Ingland, in April,
1829, Javid icDougall speculates that Captain John
Stewart might have died on the voyage to England.

This speculation is reinforced by the fact that Mary
McKinnon Stewart was a widow in 1831 and in the year
following remarried with Samuel Christie of I'ew Carlisle.

Donald Stewart of Charlottetown, historian of the
Stewart families of Prince Edward Tsland, has found
reference in the Will of John Stewart of Mount Stewart,
P.E.”. to a natural son, John Stewart, for whom records
are missing in P.Z.I. There is speculation that this
might be the John Stewart that came to reside in Cox
Township and to marry ilary McKinnon. It is to be hoped
that John's family background can be documented.

Children of John and Mary lcKinnon Stewart included

sons John, ..’am and Charles (of whom more below) /9



A son of John and Mary f.cKinnon Stewart of l'ew Carlisle,

Charles apparently inherited from his father an interest

in and aptitude for seafaring. e became one of the noted
whaling captains of Gaspé.

In the Gaspé census of 1842 Charles Ttewart was single
and resident on the South side of the South-“est Arm of
Gaspé Tay. It mav be significant that his name on the
census is followed by those of Cliver ('Hara and John D.
¥cConnell because it is known from the report of Lieut.
Saddeley, R.E., a visitor to Gaspé in 1833, that the

Hy
=+

I

ne Iarm property of James Stewart was located in Caspe

-

[

larbour adjacent to that of John !cCornell.It is normal

-

to speculate what connection mav have existed hetween

James Stewart and the vounger, Charles Stewart.

In the registers of St. .indrew's Anglican Church for
1848 there is the following entry by the Rev. Ceorge

Milne, Zector:

"Charles Stewart of Gaspé Rasin, Mariner,
son of the late John Stewart, in life of Cox, Fonaventure,
Mariner, and lary licKinnon, his wife, now the wife of
Samuel Christie of Zox, farmer, bachelor of major agce,
and lMargaret liaria Starnes, daughter of Philip of Cox,
farmer, and liary Jane Sherar, his wife, spinster of major
age, were married.

Present - Samuel Christie, Philip Starnes and other relatives"
It is of particular interest to note that one of the schooners

that Captain Charles Stewart sailed as a whaler was the
"JOHN STZWART" - named for his father.

The following details of Captain Charles Stewarts career
have been supplied by David McDougall :

1851 saster of the schooner "PACKST OF EW CARLISLE"
1851 naster of the "MAYFLOWER"

1852 ..aster of the schooner "ELIZAZETE"

(=

1855 Cwner and liaster of the schooner "JCHN STEWART"
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CHARLZS 1858 QReport in the writing of the LAxhé Ferland of
STEWART 2z large whale taken by Captain Ttewart, assisted
(ctd) by Captain Coffin, and landed 2t lLa Tabatiere on

the llorth Shore.
Report of Commander Fortin for the same ear
that Zzptain Stewart had 23C barrels of whale

¥l

1868% Captain Charles Stewart whaling in the schooner

"o e = i el
JOHEN STEWART

H.\ L]
1865 Captain Charles Stewart was still whaling in
his schooner, "JTOlT STZVARD™
1847 ~aptain Crarles Stewart whalins in the schooner,

" "\AI\PT\T --.?"

ol

1871 v this year CTaptain Charles Ztewartl appears
to nave ceased whaling tut he subsequently
made a vovage to the Mediterrenean as Master
of the brig "BROTHERS".

Dramatic details and incidents in the stirring career
of Captain Charles Stewart, beyond the sccpe of this
account, are to be found in the Cfficial "eports of
Jr. FCierre 7ortin, Cupervisor of Tisheries, and in
Lrs. ..argaret lacrhirter's book, "TTZASTUR R TI0YE T
GASPZ AHND THEE EBAIZ DES CHALEURE"

MARY The family backerournd of Mary Stewart (Stuart), the
STEWART wife of Fenry C'Hara of Gaspé Fasin remains to te
(STUART) documented.

O'HisRA

¥ary died in 1838 and her burial by the Rev, 7illiam

1791-1838 Arnold of Gaspé Pasin was recorded in these words:

"nar

Mary C'Hara, formerly Mary Stewart, wife of Henry

,-

0'Hara, Zsq., Collector of L.li.Customs for the Fort

of liew Carlisle in the County of Tonaventure,

was buried by me, 2ev. Jilliam Arnold.

Present - J. McConnell and John Zden. /i1
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1795

1811

1817

11
Of the four known children of Eenryv and ilary Stewart
C'Hara -iiartha Zleanor; relen i.aria; Henry and Zdward
James, born from 1813 to 1726, Helen llaria and FEenrv
were baptised at the Anglican Cathedral Church, Juébec
City in 1816.

The question remains open as to the possitle connection
of Mary Stewart (Stuart) C'Hara with:

(a) The family of Robert and &nnabella Stewart

(b) The family of John and Nary ['cKinnon Stewart

(c) Cne of the Stewart or Stuart Tamilies of

Juébec City and District.

it is hoped that this question can be resolved,

B o s ok ot o o o S ST S S S S SR R IO

SOME RANDOM STEWART RECORDS

r;arriage of Peter Stuart of Peauport with Jane

“raser of Nalbay and the baptism at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church, Québec City, of their children -
Anna-1772; Elizabeth-1774; Jean llargaret-1775;
liary-1778; John Peter-1780; Thomas Simon James-1784

Baptism of Annabella, daughter of Zeorge Stuart and

Helen Stewart, his wife.

Godparents - Mr. Charles Stewart of Québec and lirs.
Catherine Grant.

Baptism of Elizabeth Louisa and Robert, children of
Matthew and Sophia Prust Stewart by the Rev. John Young.

Mary Stewart, Godmother at the baptism of Susanna,
daughter of John Stewart, Zsq., Merchant of Québec.
and Eliza Maria, his wife.

another daughter of this couple, i’ary “rances Stewart

was baptised in 1819. 71
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1828

1831

1834

1835

1835

1835

1836

1837

1844

1845

12

Marriage of 'William Donaldson Zsa., of Upper ~uvelle =
to Zlizabeth, dauchter of latthew Ztewart, Teisnior of

Shooltred bty Geo. Jeho. ountain, 2.J., srchdeacon of

2

Juébec.

Present - matthew Stewart; Jilliam “unbar; ‘~nabella
Stewart (Sister); Annabella 7'Hara (lunt of

L) 1T

the rtride - wife of Cliver C'IZara.

Baptism of largaret Zlizabeth, daughter of Daniel “orres
i

T
of laria, blacksmith, and llarv ©tewart, his wife.

A

and name unrecorded; o

-t

)
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Captisgm of
Jugald Ztewart.

Sponsors were reter Ttewart and nnabella T tewart.

liarriage of Dugald Stewart of Dalhousie and Catherine
Harquoil. (lioted that they had son torn out of wedlock)
Present - Feter Stewart; fAnnabella Stewart

Baptism of Catherine, daughter of Robert Stewart of
Restigouche and lMargaret Toyd, his wife.

"

Marriage of Daniel lcTaggart of ouvelle and Elizabeth
Stewart a2t Flora's Cove.

Present Feter Stewart Sr., and Feter Stewart JI,

Baptism of Christiana and Sarah, daughters of Peter
Stewart and Mary Ann Grant, his wife, at Flora's Cove.

Baptism of James lorman, son of William Donaldson ZsQq.,
of Maria and Elizabeth Louisa Stewart, his wife, at
l[iouvelle

Baptism of Annabella, daughter of Feter Stewart and
Annabella Grant, his wife, at Escuminac.

Baptism of Charlotte, daughter of Charles Dugald Stewart
and Louisa Quesse, his wife

Grant of land at Escuminac by the Widow Sophia Prust

Stewart to Charles Brown - land adjacent to that held
by Angus Carmichael and James Anderson.

Baptism of Donald, son of Peter Stewart and Annabella
Grant, his wife, of Escuminac. /13
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1846 Feter Stewart Godfather at the Laptism of Tharles,
son of Charles Erown zné Sussmna Crant, his wife,
1847 Signatures of Feter Stewart £r., and Feter Ztewart Jr.,

am Grant, 8on of

=

on record of taptism of George ill

: o
his wife.

Peter Stewart and Annabella Grant,

B i e Vi <+
1852 Taptism of ansfield, son of Charles Cugald Stewart
and Louisa Juesse,

1852 Eaptism of Zlizzbeth Sophia, daughter of Edmund J.

P L a0 one
Stewart and Zlizabeth Stewart, his wife, of llaguocha.

1855 Baptism of Tlora, daughter of Feter Stewart and his
' -\I
wife, .Annabellszs Stewart Crant (now deceased)

1891 Baptism of £dith Alice, daughter of Matthew Stewart

of Carleton and T.ouise "elly, his wife.
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RETROSPECT

'his attempt to record ths cngoing search of Stewart
family history may serve to remind us of the interesting and
complex links that bound early family and social life in Gaspesia
and beyond. In searching the Stewart family one is led to other,
associated families such as : McKinnon; Campbell; C'Hara; Craig;
Grant; Starnes; Christie; Donaldson: Boyd; Vilkie; Forbes; Ritchie:
Brown; Kelly; 4Juessy and others.

The Stewart story has great significance as an integral
part of the Gaspesian heritage. Complex and difficult as the search

may be, it is to be hoped that the record will be completed and
preserved.




